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William Petty propofes in his Double proportions; for I have not 
read the Tradt;and if I underdand you judge the thing rational, 
I flhall endeavour to procure the Instruments , and proceed to 
prattice , and (hail pay you my hearty thanks with a ready re¬ 
turn of any fervice that lies in me, being, Sir, 

Stony-pafton, June 17. Tour obliged and bumbte Servant, 
1676. J. Beaumont Jun. 

An Account of fome Books: 

I. Epbemeridum Medicophyjicarum Germanicarum jiNNUS 
IV & V, Anni 1673 & 1 674, Cum ^dppendice : Franco- 
furti & Lipfia?, 16 76. in quarto. 

'"Tr" v His induftrious Collection contains 210 Obfervations ; 

g among which not a few feem confiderableand uncommon:, 
J E.g. Menfes comingat 8 and 9 years of age: A Prince that 
lived a great while with great and dangerous difeafes The Er¬ 
rors of Nature in one part,fupplied by another: A prefervacion 
fromdrunkennefsby the gaping of a Suture of the Head: A 
cure of the Scurvy by a Dog’s licking the Patient in the parts 
mod affefted,together with the cureof that Dog , becoming al¬ 
together fcabby,by Mercuric dulcis :Two men monthly trou¬ 
bled with the Haemorrhoids,from their youth, the one unto the 
eightieth, the other to the ninetieth year of his age : An Ague 
recurring every eighth day: Worms of divers forts fallen down 
with Snow in Hungary, not far from the Copper-mines of that 
Country: Of a young woman, that though fhedidfora while 
drink wine, yet came afcerwards fo to abhor it, that fhe could 
take nothing phyfical, that had any thing prepared of Tartar 
in it,but did fweaqand faint away when it was given her,though 
fhe knew nothing of it before hand: The juyce of Hemlock 
mixed only with a iitt!eSugar,for fcvera! days taken inwardly, 
to the quantity of threeo-nces at a time, to allay the heat of the 
Liverj foliow’dby no other noxious effedt but a debilitation of 
the drength of the Patient.- The Preparation of the Helmontian 
Indus, together with an account, that the Oil, drawn of black 
Flints, fuch as we drike fire with, cures the Stone of the Blad¬ 
der ;asalfo, that the Spirit of Sea-fair, efpecially of Spanifh- 
falt, is a potent remedy againd the Strangury : A wound in the 
Bread and Lungs not mortal: Fontinelsor Iffues naturally ari- 
fing in the Arms and Feet,and curing a Patient ofa violent Head-- 
•ache,and troublefom pudulesof the Head ; asalfo ofanlffuc in 
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the Abdomen, curing a woman of her Hydropical diftemper: 
Two perfons preferved alive at.er they bad drunk (unawares) 
a good quantity of jiqHA fortis: Several men cured of the Gout 
by adecoftion of Tr/folium p&lujlre, (Mai th trefoil or Buck- 
beans:) Many Stones voided by fiege: Fomentations made 
with the decoftion of Emmets, very anci-paralyticril: Cina- 
mon-trees, fent out of Ceylon in Cherts, filled with thenative 
Earth of that Ifland, tranfmitted into the Low Countries, and 
there thriving very well, without any confiderable change of 
their quality : A Girle of eight years old, greedily eating 
Mortar great ftore, without any other harm than patenefs of 
her looks : A Man a t JPrage, from his ail-devouring quality 
called , devouring a whole live Hog by piece-meal* 

with the brill eson: Of fome Men of unufual ftrengrh; as, 
of a Prince of 1Bavaria, that could lift up from the ground a 
ftone of three hundred and forty pound weight, and throw it 
from him to a confiderable diftance : Of a Man, that upon an 
Apoplexy had quite forgot all reading, and knew never a 
letter, yet was able readily to write any of the Languages by 
him known before, though unable to tel! any of the letters thus 
written by himfelf: £)u*re; Whether this cafe might not be 
like that of chofe that can write with their Eyes (hut; the 
phancy working in the aft of writing, but the memory failing 
in knowing and difiinguifhing the letters: Of a young jMan, 
whofe Hands, and thofe only, at certain times, fmelt of Brim- 
ftone , without any contaft of Brimftone: Of the Spleen cue 
out of a man alive, the Patient furviving his Spleen for many 
years: Of many Horfes breeding the Stone, as well as Men,and 
of the Bezoar-like virtue of fuch ftones; Of the Juyce of 
Vines frozen, and that Ice reprefenting the figures of Vine- 
leaves and Grapes: AnAnatomeof aTortoife, Chewing, that 
what the ribs are in other Animals, the upper-iliell is in Tor- 
toi(e% and that to that upper Ihell are firmly faflned the fpina! 
vertebra’s; fo that this Animal cannot go out of itshoufe, as 
Snails do: Of a Statue, refemblinga Man, andreprelenting the 
Circulation of the Blood, &c. 

To thele Obfervations is added an Account of the Life, 
Studies, Writings,Cor refpondence, and Death of the Learned 
Dr. SAcbfim . To which is fubjoyn’d an Appendix, taking 
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notice of feveral Tra&s publifhed by divers Philofophers and 
Phyficiansof Germany ; viz> The three Centuries of the Me* 
dicinal Mifcellanies of Dr. Velfhius: The Hiftory of Dr. El- 
Jboltius of a Steoma fuccefsfully cut and cured, together with 
his Epiftle of a Conception in the Tuba Uteri: Some obferva- 
tions of Dr. Balduin\ concerning \. the Regermination of 
Silver, by a new artifice ; 2. the Urns of the pagan Germans. 
3.a Factious ftone, fhining in the dark, afitr it ha; h been a 
while expos’d to the Suit, as the natural Bolonun ftone is faid 
to do, though that artificial one is affirmed to do it in a more 
excellent manner, forafmuch as, when after the imbibition of 
the Solar light it iscaftinto a glafs-fullof Spirit of Niter, it 
dothnotwithftanding fliine in the dark; and that more is, 
when’tis taken out of the faid liquor, and dried again in the 
dark to make it lofe its light, and then put again into a glafs- 
full of cold water, and expofed to the day-light, it will for all 
this refumea fplendent brightnefs even in the cold wat r it felf; 
Again, being again taken out of the cold wa er and dried, and 
deprived of its light in the dark, and then put into a hot 
oven, it will there recover its light, though the room be 
dark. There is further mention’d and deferibed in this work 
Dr* Mentzeliu* his Traft, comparing this Shining fione of 
D.Balduin with that of Bolonta $ as alfo,Dr. Wedeliutt Experi¬ 
ments about the Extraflion of the Volaul Salt of Tartar • 
long fince performed here by Dr. Daniel Cox , whom he a To 
cites for it: Likewife, anEpiftleof Dr. Re/jfelius to the Or- 
man Academics about fome Defiderata in I'hjfick, hitherto 
not much confidered, or cared for ; where mention is made of 
an Hijlorlx Medica , expefied from Dr. Schafer us. Lafily, an 
Account given by Dr. Bernitz, the King .of PoUnds chief Phy- 
fician, concerning f me Anti podagricai remedies, made ufeof 
in the cure of Uladijlaus IV. King of that Country 5 where, 
occafionally, the Herb is named and deferibed, wherewith the 
Eafiern Nations tinge not only the Mains and Tails of tbclr 
Hotfes, but aifofome parts of their own body. 


II. Nouvetle 
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II. Nouvelle Methode en Geometrie pour Us Self tom des Su¬ 
perficies Coniques & Cylindrtques qui ont pour Bafe des 
Cerclesju des Paraboles,des Ellipses, & des Hyperboles 5 par 
Ph.de la Hire, Parifien. jt Paris,i673. in quarto. 

T His Author, (who came but very lately to my hands) in¬ 
forms his Reader, in his Preface , that he would not have 
publifht this Book, if he had not been perfwaded , that the 
fimplicity and plainnefs of the New Optical or Projedtive 
Method, by him found out, after the brouillonprojelf or rough- 
draught of M .Des jdrgues, would be of great ule to theftudi- 
ousof this fubjedi, and if he had not been aware, that no 
Writer had as yet taken this way by him infilled on. For, he 
faith, that in his firil Propofition he demonltrates all the pro¬ 
portions of the Lines, which coming from one point, or being 
parallel among themfelves , and meeting the Sedition', are cue 
by thefeSeftiom, or by the lines that joyn the contads, orby 
other Tangents: which he affirms doth comprehend a great 
part of the Propofuions of Apollonius', and many others aIfo 
of which he hath not fpoken: Which feems to him very eafie 
tounderfland , forafmuchas it is nothing tlfe but a continual 
repetition of the application of one only line cut in three 
parts, which Line he calls cut harmonically ; not that the parts 
taken feparately are in harmonical proportion, but that, by 
taking one of the extreams for one, and the fame with that of 
the middle for another, and the whole for the laft, thefe three 
lines flba'l be in harmonical proportion. 

After he had difpatched this Propofition, he faith, that he 
was refolved to have concluded his Book with the Power, 
Relation, or Habitudes of the Ordinates by comparing them 
to the Redtangles of the parts of their diameters; but that he 
found himfelf infenfibly engaged to add to it fome other Prc- 
pofitions of a more ufeful kind , and which might eafiiy be 
demonftrated by the Firft; and then, thePropofitionsof the 
Ancients about the foci or punffa comparationis-, and thedemon- 
flrations by him givenof them he affirms to be different from 
thofe of others, that fo this work of his might not only be en¬ 
tire, but new. 
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He hath alfo given a method of demonftrating the Seflions 
of the Conic furfaces that have for bafe Parabolas, Ellipfes 
and Hyperbola’s ; as alfothofeof Cylindrical furfaces,which 
have for bafe the fame Curves as well as the Circle* Of the Ufc- 
fulnefs of all which he believes every one that is knowing in 
Geometry is fufficiently perfwaded. 

Since the publication hereof, this fame Author hath printed 
in Latin a fheet, with elegant Schemes belonging thereto , l)e 
Cycloids & Seftionibus Conitti ; wherein he promil'es a continua¬ 
tion of this do<3xine; which, together with what is already 
extant, weexpett wholly in Latin, and it is the more defirable, 
becaufe we find him affirming, that he hath fiudied the Mathe- 
matlcks,and efpeciallythis part of them,for many years* 

IIL Ophthalmograpbia , five , Oculi ejufque prtium Defcriptio 
Anatomic a. Autb- Guil.Briggs ji,M. & Coll, Corp. Chrifti in 
Acad. Cantabr .Socio, Cantabrigiae 1676. in iz°. 
^“'|~^HisAuthor having premifed fome general Confiderations 
jj[ touching the Eye, and therein given an account, amongft 
other particulars, of the reafon why there is made but one fen- 
ifation by both Eyes, and why fometimes the objeft appears to 
be double; defeends to the examination of the parts of that 
organ; and firft, to the Mnfcles , and their lifts: Then to the 
Coats, w here he confiders, why the Uvea or Chorotdes is black 
in Men, but of divers colours in Brutes 5 why the Northern 
Nations have generally grey , but thofe of the Torrid zone, 
black eyes; and why the /^proceeding from the Uvea, is of 
fo variegated a colour ia fome Individuals; concerning which 
latter he is of opinion, that that comes from the extream fine 
texture of the filaments of th elrict by way of undulation dif- 
pofing the lucid matter, from a different reflexion > into fuch 
colours. Further, when he difeourfes of th epupida, and its 
con t raft ion and dilatation, together with the caufeof that mo¬ 
tion, he fuggefts,that,becaufe the pupil cannot be duly dilated, 
whilfh we lift up our eyes, and confequently not admit fomany 
rays as othervvife, the Stars do appear lefs about the Meridian, 
than in the Horizon. Again, when he examines the Retina, he 
takes notice, that that coat is made up of medullar fibres, be¬ 
twixt which and the brain there intercedes a very great commu¬ 
nication; upon which account he holds it to be the principal 

organ 
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organ of vifioa ; undertaking to anfwer thofe Reafoiw and Ex* 
periraents, that have been alJedged by Monfieur zJWariotte and 
Monfieur Picard in favour of the Cboroeides. 

Having done with the Tunicles , he paffes on to the Humors , 
and renders a reafon of their different denfity. Then he affigns 
the Ufeof the Aqueous humor ; and recites a remarkable cafe 
of anChd mins Sight reftored ; who being ftvtnty years of 
age, and having tifed Speftaclesfor the (pace of ten years,had, 
upon taking a great cold, this humor fo repaired, that,when the 
Author wrote this Diffcourfe, that Ancient man had then for 
thetimeof fix years ufed no Spefiacles at all, but been able 
without them to read the finalleft print. 

Speaking of the CryftaUtn humor, he obferves, that the ?r ;c- 
rior part thereof, in Man and Quadrupeds, refembles the feg- 
ment of a greater Ellipfe , and the pofterior, that of a fma'ler, 
thatfo the rays being duly refrafted may pafsas they ought 
into the retina : Whereas in Fifties the figure of this humor is 
more globous, to the end that it might >the more refiaft the 
rays, which pafling through water, as a medium of the like 
denfity withit, wouldotherwifenot acquire their due refra- 
<ffion. As to the Vitreous humor, be judges it to be of that 
nature, that being once loft, it can never be repaired,whatevcr 
Kerckringitts do pretend to the contrary s though our Am nor 
thinks, the Aqueous humor may. The Hfe of thefe Humors 
appears in this, that vifion chiefly depends from the refraftion 
of the rays tranfmttted through thefe humors. 

Next, he treats of the Arteries, Veins], and Nerves of the 
Eyes, together with the Motion of the Animal (\nrits in them. 
Here, among other particulars, he (hews , that the Fibres of 
the Optic Nerve about the place of their union are not at all 
confounded, but run on from the Brain diftin&ly $ as alfo, 
that when the nervi mot or ii near the infundtbu'um are by fome 
fharp humor irritated , the Eyes will be thereby convulfed;, 
concerning which he reiatetb a remarkable sn’tance of a young 
man that died of fuch a convulfion. As to the Motion of the 
Animal Jpirits in the Muffles of the Eyes and in the Optic 
Nerve, he conceives, that, when that is gentle and even , we 
apprehend thingsdiflindtly ; but when ’tis uneven and deful- 
tory, we then have confuted pkantafms of things, as it hap¬ 
pens to young Tobacconists and young Navigators, growing 
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giddy and fiek. Touchingthereafon,why Cats and Hcrfes are 
fenfibleof the leaft impreflions of light, he alledges it to be 
this, that they have a great frock of animal fpirics, keeping 
themembrans ofthe Eyes very welldiftended : Where he takes 
notice of a Man, of a hot temper, by him known, who had fuch 
Cats-eyes, that he could read a Letter in the dark, where he, 
the Author , could hardly fee the Letter it felf. The caufe, 
why fome Animals,as Jurkies and Buffalo’s cannot endure the 
fight of Red \ he conceives robe, that the rays of light are 
thence caft with a too rapid motion upon their animal fpirits, 
and thereby enrage them ; there being required a due propor¬ 
tion between the motion of the Spirits and the Lucid rays. 

Further, he takes notice of the GUnduls and .Lymphatic 
vefiels of the Eyes; where he gives an account, why Women 
and Children are fo prone to cry $ why tears are fait; why 
people do weep both in fuddenjoyes, and in Sadnefs, asa'fo 
in fneez ng, violent laughing, and eating of very fharp things, as 
Muftard,&c. 

After this, he treats of the different Formation of the Eye 
in divers Animals, and even in Individuals of the fame fpecits. 
Here he confiders the peculiar ftrudhire of the Eyes of Owies, 
Bats, Cats, Fifbes, Birds,Oxen, Horfes,Sheep,&c. yet without 
noting the extraordinary fabrick of the Cameleon. 

Laftlv, he inftrufls young Anatomifts in the manner of the 
dilTeftion of the Eye,having firftftiew’d the manner how Vifion 
is performed. 


B Efides thefeMm 1 Books, we cannot but take notice here 
of a fourth , which, though a very final one , yet appears 
veryufefui, more and more to promote m thele Kingdoms all 
Hortulan affairs: It isentituled ^ 

Nurfertes, Orchards, Profitable Gardens , and Vineyards en • 
couraged ; the prefent Obfiruffions removed , and probable Ex¬ 
pedients for the better Brogrcfs propofed: For the general benefit 
of hit Majeflies Dominions^nd more particularly of Cambridge, 
in the Champain-Countries , and Northern parts of Eng] and: 
In fcveral Letters out of the Country , by Dr. Joi n Beale and Mr. 
An hotly Lawrence. 

Of tbefe Letters, though hi'her to there be printed but Two * 

ytt 
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yet it is prefumed, that more will fihortly follow from the 
fame hands. 

A Declaration of the Council of the Royal 
Society , paffed Novemb. 20. 1 6 j 6 ; relating 
to fome Paffages in a late Book of Mr .Hooke 
cntituled Lampaeftsc. 

TT 7 Herects the Publijher of the Philofophical 
V \ Tranfa&ions /wrA /7W* complaint to the 
Council of the Royal Society of fome P aft ages in a 
lateBookof Mr. Hooke , entituled Lam pas, Sec. and 
printed by the Printer of the [aid Society, reflecting on 
the integrity and faithfulnefs of the f aid Publijher in hi 4 
management of the Intelligence of the faid Society : 
7hia Council hath thought fit to declare in the behalf of 
the Publijher aforefaid , That they knew nothing of the 
Publication of the faid Book.; and further , That the 
faid Publijher hath carried himfelf faithfully and honefily 
in the management of the Intelligence of the Royal 
Society, and given no jufi caufe of fuch Reflediom. 

T He Council having thus juftified the Publisher *, be fhall 
only add that parr of a Letter, written to himbvM.. 
Cbriftian hlugens de Zulichem the 20 th. of Februar, 1675, 
which relates to the taking out a Parent of his , the faid M. 
Hugens’s, Invention ; and then let the world judge of the Poft- 
fenber’s accufation about an endeavourof defrauding him of 
hit Contrivance r The words of the faid Letter, Engliflied^are 
thefe; 

For the reft, Sir, if you believe , that a Ptiviledge ( Po he 
cal 's a Patent) in England would be worth pmething, and that 

either 
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either the Royal Society or You might mike [me advantage 
thereof t l willingly offer you all l there might pretend to. 

So that, if there was a defire in the Publifher to take out 
a Patent, it was for no other contrivance, but M. Huge ns's, 
formerly fent to the Royal Society , and printed in Numb. 112. 
of thefe Tranfa&ions. 


Errata. 

P.711d.14.de!. Longitude found by H. Bond Sen, p.71 6. l.p.r .the 
ingenioufnefl , ibid.1. j$.r. with the forme r. 


Nwfmb.23. 

1676. 


Imprimatur, 


BROUNCKER , P.R.S. 


LONDON, 

Printed for John Martyn, Printer to the Royal Society ,1676. 


